
I5440  THE INDEPENDENT  (USA, 2000) 
 
 Credits: director, Stephen Kessler ; writers, Stephen Kessler, Mike Wilkins. 
 Cast: Jerry Stiller, Janeane Garofalo, Max Perlich 
 Summary:  Comedy mockumentary set in the contemporary U.S. with scenes from 

the 1970s and 80s. Commemorates the decades-long career of indefatigable 
exploitation titan Morty Fineman (Stiller), a shaggy composite of Roger 
Corman, Russ Meyer, and any number of filmmakers who made their name 
working with tight budgets and tighter hot pants. The film opens with Morty 
teetering on the verge of financial ruin and his daughter, Paloma (Garofalo), 
grudgingly agreeing to one more bailout. The only Fineman project on the 
horizon, however, is a dubious musical about a serial killer, and the only film 
festival willing to mount a career retrospective is located in a hooker 
community near a Nevada military base. One of the Fineman films shown in 
the retrospective concerns a pair of Siamese twin brothers who are drafted to 
fight in Vietnam (one is a hawk and the other is anti-war).  
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