
A1600  ABOVE THE LAW  (USA, 1988) 
  (Other titles: Nico) 
 
 Credits: director, Andrew Davis ; writers, Steven Pressfield, Ronal Shusett, Andrew 

Davis 
 Cast: Steven Seagal, Pam Grier 
 Summary: Detective and mystery film. Set in Chicago in the 1980s. Nico Toscani 

(Seagal) is Chicago detective with a past as a CIA operative in Cambodia 
during the Vietnam War. Nico has a long-standing grudge against a sadistic 
CIA interrogator whom he learns is now active in an illegal CIA operation in 
Nicaragua funded by drug smuggling.  

 
 [Above the law] Film en televisie n. 376 (Sep 1988), p. 26. 
 “Above the law” Film review annual 1989 Englewood, N.J. : J.S. Ozer, 1981- (p. 1-5) 
 [Above the law] Hollywood reporter 297/15 (May 19, 1987), p. 16. 
 “Above the law” Motion picture guide annual (edited by Jay Robert Nash and 

Stanley Ralph Ross) Chicago : Cinebooks, 1987-2000. (1989, p. 3) 
 [Above the law] Revue du cinema n. 442 (Oct 1988), p. 33. 
 [Above the law] Screen international 679 (Nov 19, 1988), p. 26. 
 [Above the law] Time out n. 952 (Nov 16, 1988), p. 38. 
 Bealing, Stephen. “Martial man” Films and filming n. 409 (Oct 1988), p. 27-28. 
 Canby, Vincent. “Review/file: Above the law, a detective’s battle” New York times 

137 (Apr 8, 1988), p. C26. 
 Carr, Jay. “‘Above the law’: latest vigilante cop” Boston globe (Apr 22, 1988), p. 31. 
 Cosford, Bill. “New cop saga: Dumb-da-dumb-dumb” Miami herald (Apr 22, 1988), 

p. 5C. 
 Devine, Jeremy M. Vietnam at 24 frames a second [GB] (p. 286) 
 Ebert, Roger. [Above the law] New York post (Apr 4, 1988), p. 23. 
  [Reprinted in Film review annual 1989] 
 __________. “A star is born in Above the law” Miami herald (May 3, 1988), Tempo, 

p. 3. 
 Edelstein, David. [Above the law] Village voice 33 (Apr 26, 1988), p. 62. 
  [Reprinted in Film review annual 1989] 
 Floyd, Nigel. “Nico” Monthly film bulletin 55/658 (Nov 1988), p. 336-337. 
  [Reprinted in Film review annual 1989] 
 Fuchs, Cynthia J. “Above the law” Vietnam war feature filmography (1992 draft) 

[GB] (p. 1-2) 
  and Vietnam war films [GB] (Entry 4) 
 Galbraith, Jane. “Above the law” Variety 330 (Apr 6, 1988), p. 12. 
 Goldstein, Patrick. “Movies: Look out, Clint: This action actor has powerful pals” 

Chicago tribune (Apr 17, 1988), Arts, p. 32. 
 ______________. “Steven Seagal gets shot at stardom” Los Angeles times (Feb 14, 

1988), Calendar, p. 4. 
 ______________. “Steven Seagal: is he the new Clint Eastwood?” Miami herald 

(May 3, 1988), Tempo, p. 4. 
 Hinson, Hal. “Movies: the ‘Law’ of the bungle”  Washington post (Apr 9, 1988), p. 

C12. 
 Howe, Desson. “‘Above the law’, below the belt, all over Chicago” Washington post 

(Apr 8, 1988), Weekend, p. 32. 
 Kehr, Dave. “Movie review: ‘Above the law’ tries to be too many things” Chicago 

tribune (Apr 8, 1988), Friday, p. G. 
 Lanning, Michael Lee. Vietnam at the movies [GB] (p. 162) 
 LaSalle, Mick. “‘Above the law’ is above average new thriller: Is just crazy enough” 

San Francisco chronicle (Apr 8, 1988), p. E3. 



 Matthews, Tom. “Above the law” Boxoffice 124 (Jun 1988), p. R52. 
 McGrady, Mike. “Karate chops fly for a left-wing cause”  Newsday (Apr 8, 1988), pt. 

III, p. 3. 
  [Reprinted in Film review annual 1989] 
 Modrzejewska, Ewa. “Nico” Filmowy serwis prasowy 36/1-2 [683/684] (1990), p. 5-

6. 
 Muse, Eben J. The land of Nam : the Vietnam war in American film [GB] (p. 139, 

232) 
 Ryan, Desmond. “‘Above the law’ looks at CIA and the drug trade” Philadelphia 

inquirer (Apr 8, 1988), Weekend, p. 4. 
 Schweiger, D. [Above the law] Video 12 (Jan 1989), p. 83-4. 
 Walker, Mark Edward. Vietnam veteran films [GB] (p. 47, 64-5, 67) 
 Weldon, Michael. The psychotronic video guide New York : St. Martin’s Griffin, 

1996. (p. 1) 
 Wilmington, Michael. “‘Above the law’ not above lots of violence” Los Angeles 

times (Apr 8, 1988), Calendar, p. 14. 
  [Reprinted in Film review annual 1989] 
 Worschech, Rudolf. “Nico” EPD film 5/8 (Aug 1988), p. 34. 
 


