
D4380  DEFIANCE  (USA, 1980) 
  (Other titles: Massacreure de Brooklyn; Schlaeger von Brooklyn) 
 
 Credits: director, John Flynn ; writer, Thomas Michael Donnelly.  
 Cast: Jan Michael Vincent, Theresa Soldana, Fernando Lopez. 
 Summary:  Urban vigilante film set in contemporary New York City. Tommy 

(Vincent) is a merchant seaman (a rootless drifter and Vietnam vet) who 
moves into a decaying New York neighborhood while waiting for orders to 
ship out. He soon comes to despise the squalor and becomes the leader of a 
group of citizens who are resisting a neighborhood street gang called ‘The 
Souls.’ He is pushed to the breaking point and acts as a one man army to rid 
the neighborhood of the street gang once and for all.  

 
 Allen, Tom. “Film: omen III” Village voice 25 (Mar 31, 1980), p. 44. 
 Burke-Block, Candace. “Defiance” Film journal 83 (Apr 1980), p. 16. 
 [Defiance] American film 4/4 (Feb 1979), p. 58-62. 
 [Defiance] Hollywood reporter 260/40 (Mar 7, 1980), p. 3. 
 “Defiance” Motion picture guide (edited by Jay Robert Nash and Stanley Ralph 

Ross) Chicago : Cinebooks, 1985. (v. 2, p. 614)  
 Edelman, Rob. “Defiance” Films in review 31 (May 1980), p. 311-12. 
 Ginsberg, Steven. (Berg). “Defiance” Variety 298 (Mar 12, 1980), p. 22. 
 Iversen, Ebbe. “Kollesmack til hande borster” Kosmorama 27 [155/156] (Dec 

1981), p. 227. 
 Maslin, Janet. “Screen: ‘Defiance,’ 2 gangs” New York times 129 (Mar 15, 1980), p. 

11. 
 Ross, Philippe. “Les massacreure de Brooklyn” Revue de cinema 377 (Nov 1982), p. 

65. 
 “Die Schlaeger von Brooklyn” Filmkritik 24 (Oct 1980), p. 469-70. 
 Summers, Jimmy. “Defiance” Boxoffice 116 (Apr 14, 1980), p. 21. 
 Taylor, Paul. “Defiance” Monthly film bulletin 47/558 (Jul 1980), p. 128-9. 
 


