D5515 DIFFERENT WORLD (USA, 9/24/1988-7/9/1993) [TV
SERIES]

Do the write thing (4/2/1992)

Credits: director, Otis Sallid ; writer, James E. West.

Cast: Jada Pinkett, Roscoe Lee Browne.

Summary: Lena (Pinkett) cannot keep her grades high enough to maintain
her engineering scholarship. She writes an essay about her father for an
English assignment. Professor Foster is so impressed that he enters her work
in a contest. She wins the award and receives a journalism scholarship. Lena
is mortified when her father shows up for the awards ceremony. He is not
the Vietnam vet and former Black Panther she described in her essay, but
rather a hustler who is constantly in debt. Mr. James approves of Lena's
actions, as he feels that she was just doing what was necessary to survive.
Lena fears that she is just like her father, but he states that she can choose
her own path. She confesses to Professor Foster, who was already aware of
her duplicity. He says that she is a good writer and helps her get an English
scholarship.

Soldier boy (4/5/1990)

Credits: director, Neema Barnette ; writer, Leilani Downert.

Cast: Glynn Turman, Obba Babatunde.

Summary: Col. Bradford Taylor (Turman), the Professor of Military Science
at Hillman college, is given a testimonial dinner at which the featured speaker
is a former Spec 4 who served under Taylor in Vietnam. Frank Bennett
(Babatundé) lost a leg while serving in Taylot's platoon (Taylor's first
casualty), and Taylor still feels guilty about it. Bennett is now an official in the
VA helping disabled veterans. As it turns out, he believes Taylor saved his
life and thus relieves Taylor of a 20-year burden of guilt.
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