
G9770  GUTS & GLORY THE RISE AND FALL OF OLIVER 
NORTH   (USA, 4/30 AND 5/2/1989)  [TV] 

  (Other titles: The rise and fall of Oliver North) 
 
 Credits: director/writer, Mike Robe ; book, Ben Bradlee, Jr.  
 Cast: David Keith, Amy Stock-Poynton, Bryan Clark. 
 Summary:  Biopic set chiefly in the U.S. in the 1970s and 1980s. Follows the career 

of the title character in the Marine Corps from service in Vietnam to the 
Reagan White House where he became a lead player in the Iran-Contra 
conspiracy and coverup.  

 
 Britt, Donna. “Imitation Ollie North” Washington post (Mar 8, 1989), p. D1. 
 Carman, John. “Ollie North doll comes to CBS” San Francisco chronicle (Apr 28, 

1989), p. E1. 
 Clark, Kenneth R. “Semper fi: Oliver North is a TV hero” Chicago tribune (Apr 30, 

1989), Tempo, p. 1. 
 Devine, Jeremy M. Vietnam at 24 frames a second [GB] (p. 337) 
 Dowd, Maureen. “Sensitive mission: retelling Oliver North’s story” New York times 

138 (Mar 19, 1989), sec. 2, p. 31+ [2 p.] 
 Gunther, Marc. “Instant history: CBS’s mini-series puts its viewers right in the Iran-

Contra jury box” Detroit free press (Apr 30, 1989), p. 1C. 
 Henniger, Paul. “Oliver North: Before and after Contragate: ‘Guts & glory’ illustrates 

history as it is unfolding” San Francisco chronicle (Apr 30, 1989), Sunday 
datebook, p. 45. 

 Jones, Dylan. “David Keith revels in the glory of ‘Oliver North’” USA today (Mar 
23, 1989), p. 3D. 

 Kaufman, Dave. “Guts & glory: the rise and fall of Oliver North” Variety 335 (May 
10-16, 1989), p. 95. 

 Kelleher, Terry. “Cover story: ‘I think Oliver North is a national hero’ but ‘Guts & 
glory’ tries to present a balanced view of the controversial colonel” Newsday 
(Apr 30, 1989), TV plus, p. 6. 

 Kitman, Marvin. “The Marvin Kitman show: Shed no tears for Ollie North” 
Newsday (May 2, 1989), pt. II, p. 9. 

 Lanning, Michael Lee. Vietnam at the movies [GB] (p. 238) 
 Lavin, Cheryl. “Citizen Ollie: It looks like taps for Americans’ love affair with their 

patriotic TV ‘hero’” Chicago tribune (Jul 9, 1989), Tempo, p. 1. 
 Michaelson, Judith. “The other Oliver North show: As trial opens, TV drama is at 

halfway point” Los Angeles times (Jan 31, 1989), Calendar, p. 1. 
 O’Connor, John J. “TV weekend: Is Oliver North a hero or a scoundrel?” New York 

times 138 (Apr 28, 1989), p. C38. 
 Rosenbaum, David E. “On TV, Col. North meets reality he never faced” New York 

times 138 (Apr 28, 1989), p. B10. 
 Rosenberg, Howard. “Making history before it happens” Los Angeles times (Apr 28, 

1989), Calendar, p. 1. 
 Rosenfeld, Megan. “TV previews: CBS’ ‘Guts and glory’: pale imitation of Oliver 

North” Washington post (Apr 29, 1989), p. C1. 
 Ross, Chuck. “Fact battles fiction in CBS’ ‘Guts & glory’” San Francisco chronicle 

(Apr 28, 1989), Daily datebook, E1. 
 Siegel, Ed. “More guts than glory but TV movie about Oliver North has its 

moments” Boston globe (Apr 29, 1989), Living, p. 9. 
 Sonsky, Steve. “Ollie North: TV’s perception of truth” Miami herald (Apr 30, 1989), 

p. 6C. 



 Stark, Jim L. “Guts & glory: the rise and fall of Oliver North” Vietnam war feature 
filmography (1992 draft) [GB] (p. 179-80) and Vietnam war films [GB] 
(Entry 254) 

 Terry, Clifford. “Semper fi: Oliver North is a TV hero: The perverse fascination of 
the North story” Chicago tribune (Apr 30, 1989), Tempo, p. 6. 

 Tucker, Ken. “A TV saga: Of Contras, Fawn and Ollie” Philadelphia inquirer (Apr 
30, 1989), p. L9. 

 Winer, Linda. “Limelight docudramas: The unreality” Newsday (May 5, 1989), 
Weekend, p. 2. 

 Winfrey, Lee. “As Oliver North, an actor and a fan: Mini-series star Keith clashed 
with director” Philadelphia inquirer (Apr 29, 1989), p. C1, C8. 

 “You must remember this” California 14 (May 1989), p. 13. 
 


