
H3200  HEARTBREAK RIDGE  (USA, 1986) 
  (Other titles: Gunny; Le maitre de guerre) 
 
 Credits: director, Clint Eastwood ; writer, James Carabatsos.  
 Cast: Clint Eastwood, Martha Mason, Everett McGill, Moses Gunn. 
 Summary:  War melodrama set in 1983 in the U.S. and Grenada. There are no more 

wars to fight, but Gunnery Sergeant Tom Highway (Eastwood) still has a lot 
of fight left in him. He is on his last tour of duty before retirement, a battle-
scarred veteran of Korea (Medal of Honor winner) and Vietnam going nose-
to-nose with irreverent recruits and eyeball-to-eyeball with incompetent 
officers. He is also a closet romantic hoping to rekindle a relationship with 
his ex-wife (Mason). He is tested one final time as he leads his recon platoon 
in the 1983 U.S. invasion of Grenada.  

 
 Adair, Gilbert. Hollywood’s Vietnam [GB] (p. 171) 
 Ansen, David. “The arts: Movies: A new beach for an old leatherneck” Newsweek 

108 (Dec 15, 1986), p. 83. 
  [Reprinted in Film review annual 1987] 
 Arnold, Christine. “Eastwood’s foul-mouthed Marine land” Miami herald (Dec 6, 

1986), p. 1D. 
 Attanasio, Paul. “Movies: Man o’ war: Eastwood’s troubled ‘Heartbreak ridge’” 

Washington post (Dec 5, 1986), p. C1. 
 Benson, Sheila. “Movie review: Eastwood reworks misfits formula in routine 

‘Ridge’” Los Angeles times (Dec 5, 1986), Calendar, p. 1. 
  [Reprinted in Film review annual 1987] 
 Blowen, Michael. Eastwood gets back to basic mayhem” Boston globe (Dec 5, 

1986), Arts and film, p. 42. 
 Canby, Vincent. “Film: Clint Eastwood in ‘Heartbreak ridge’” New York times 136 

(Dec 5, 1986), p. C3. 
 Cheatham, Richard Beau. Clint Eastwood: an ideological study of his films, star 

image, and popularity Thesis (Ph.D.)--University of Southern California, 
1992. 

 Cherchi Usai, Paolo. “‘Platoon’, ‘Gunny’” Segnocinema 28 (May 1987), p. 58-9. 
 Chevrie, Marc. “Le dernier des cow-boys” Cahiers du cinema n.393 (Mar 1987), p. 8-

11. 
 Combs, Richard. “Heartbreak ridge” Monthly film bulletin 54/636 (Jan 1987), p. 18-

20. 
  [Reprinted in Film review annual 1987] 
 Denby, David. “Movies: Thanks a lot, but no thanks” New York 20 (Jan 5, 1987), p. 

45-6. 
  [Reprinted in Film review annual 1987] 
 Devine, Jeremy M. Vietnam at 24 frames a second [GB] (p. 240, 266) 
 Dhont, Florent and MacTrevor, Joan. “Le maitre de guerre” Cine revue 7 (Feb 12, 

1987), p. 20-23. 
 Ebert, Roger. [Heartbreak ridge] New York post (Dec 5, 1986), p. 21. 
  [Reprinted in Film review annual 1987] 
 Edelstein, David. “Film: Kind hearts and bayonets” Village voice 31 (Dec 16, 1986), 

p. 82+ [2 p.] 
  [Reprinted in Film review annual 1987] 
 Fine, Mary Jane. “Eastwood tells vets he’ll fix film” Philadelphia inquirer (Aug 15, 

1986), p. A1. 
 Frayling, Christopher. Clint Eastwood. London : Virgin Books, 1992. 
 Freitas, Gary. War movies : the Belle & Blade guide to classic war videos Bandon, 

OR : Robert D. Reed Publishers, 2004. 



 Fuller, Richard. [Heartbreak ridge] Philadelphia magazine 78 (Feb 1987), p. 47. 
 Gibson, John William. Warrior dreams: paramilitary culture in post-Vietnam America 

[GB] (p. 54, 288) 
 Girard, Martin. “Heartbreak ridge” Sequences 128 (Feb 1987), p. 81.  
 Girard, Tom (Tege). “Heartbreak ridge” Variety 325 (Dec 3, 1986), p. 19. 
 Goodman, Ellen. “Clint Eastwood’s new sensitivity” Boston globe (Dec 23, 1986), p. 

13. 
 Grob, Norbert. “Heartbreak ridge” EPD Film 4 (Jul 1987), p. 27. 
 Gruner, E. G. (Elliot G.). “Heartbreak ridge” Vietnam war feature filmography 

(1992 draft) [GB] (p. 188-9) and Vietnam war films [GB] (Entry 263) 
 Grunert, Andrea. “Unternehmen Heartbreak ridge” Filmfaust n.69 (May/Jun 1987), 

p. 42-3. 
 [Heartbreak ridge] City limits n.272-273 (Dec 18, 1986), p. 39. 
 “Heartbreak ridge” Film review annual 1987 Englewood, N.J. : J.S. Ozer, 1981- (p. 

558-66)  
 [Heartbreak ridge] Films and filming n.388 (Jan 1987), p. 35. 
 [Heartbreak rodge] Hollywood reporter 294/50 (Dec 2, 1986), p. 3, 54. 
 “Heartbreak ridge” Motion picture guide annual (edited by Jay Robert Nash and 

Stanley Ralph Ross) Chicago : Cinebooks, 1987-2000. (1987, p. 117-18) 
 “Heartbreak ridge” Photoplay 38 (Jan 1987), p. 48-9. 
 [Heartbreak ridge] Screen international n.576 (Nov 29, 1986), p. 2. 
 [Heartbreak ridge] Screen international n.581 (Jan 3, 1987), p. 17. 
 [Heartbreak ridge] Skoop 23/2 (Mar/Apr 1987), p. 16. 
 [Heartbreak ridge] Time out n.852-853 (Dec 17, 1986), p. 32. 
 Hoberman, J. “Film: At war with ourselves” Village voice 31 (Dec 23, 1986), p. 79+ 

[2 p.] 
 Johnstone, Iain. The man with no name (1st rev. ed.) New York : Quill/William 

Morrow, 1988. 
  [Reissued, London : Plexus, 1988] 
 Kael, Pauline. “The current cinema: The good, the so-so, and the ugly” New Yorker 

62 (Dec 29, 1986), p. 83-5. 
 Kauffmann, Stanley. “Stanley Kauffmann on films: The same, only different” New 

republic 196 (Jan 5-12, 1987), p. 24-5. 
 Kehr, Dave. “Eastwood takes a winning risk in ‘Heartbreak’” Chicago tribune (Dec 

5, 1987), Friday, p. A. 
 Kempley, Rita. “‘Ridge’ rises, rouses, fails” Washington post (Dec 5, 1986), 

Weekend, p. 37. 
 Lagarde, Helene. Clint Eastwood Paris : Editions J’ai lu, 1988. 
 Lanning, Michael Lee. Vietnam at the movies [GB] (p. 243) 
 Laursen, Jan. “Elitesoldaten” Levende billeder 2 (Apr 1, 1987), p. 51. 
 Lhassa, Jean. “Maitre de guerre” Grand angle 14/93 (Apr 1987), p. [27-8] 
 Linssen, Celine. “Een pijlijke held” Skrien 153 (spring 1987), p. 26-7.  
 MacTrevor, Joan (see under Dhont, Florent) 
 Magill, Marcia. “Heartbreak ridge” Films in review 38/2 (Feb 1987), p. 102. 
  [Reprinted in Film review annual 1987] 
 “Marines withdraw support for ‘Ridge’” Variety 325 (Nov 26, 1986), p. 3+ [2 p.] 
 Mathews, Jack. “At least some Marines are gung-ho for ‘Ridge’” Los Angeles times 

(Dec 3, 1986), Calendar, p. 1. 
 ___________. “Defense Dept. backs away from ‘Ridge’” Los Angeles times (Nov 

25, 1986), Calendar, p. 1. 
 Matthews, Tom. “Heartbreak ridge” Boxoffice 123 (Feb 1987), p. R16-17. 
 McDonagh, Maitland. “Heartbreak ridge” Film journal 90 (Jan 1987), p. 48. 
 McGrady, Mike. [Heartbreak ridge] Newsday (Dec 5, 1986), pt. III, p. 7. 
  [Reprinted in Film review annual 1987] 



 Modleski, Tania. Feminism without women: culture in a “postfeminist” age New 
York : Routledge, 1991. (p. 62, 64-5, 66, 71, 72) 

 Munn, Michael. Clint Eastwood [England] : Robson Books, 1992. 
 Novak, Ralph. [Heartbreak ridge] People weekly 27 (Jan 5, 1987), p. 10. 
 Peppard, Alan. [Heartbreak ridge] D magazine 13 (Dec 1986), p. 30+ [3 p.] 
 Pezzotta, Alberto. “La stilizzazione obliqua” Filmcritica 38/376 (Jul 1987), p. 425-8. 
 Piccardi, Adriano. “Gunny” Cineforum 27/264 (May 1987), p. 80-85. 
 Plaza, Fuensanta. Clint Eastwood/Malpasso Carmel Valley, Calif. : Ex Libris, 1991. 
 Prince, Stephen.. A new pot of gold : Hollywood under the electronic rainbow, 1980-

1989 New York : Scribner’s, 1999. (p. 197, 199, 266-7, 316) 
 Rickey, Carrie. “Eastwood directs himself as a crusty Marine” Philadelphia inquirer 

(Dec 5, 1986), Weekend, p. 5. 
 Salamon, Julie. “On film: Real men invade island, wear hats” Wall Street journal (Dec 

11, 1986), p. 30. 
 Salomonsen, Steen. “Heltene fra Grenada” Kosmorama 33/179 (spring 1987), p. 53.    
 Schickel, Richard. “Cinema: Top gunner” Time 128 (Dec 8, 1986), p. 103. 
  [Reprinted in Film review annual 1987] 
 Seberechts, Karin. “Heartbreak ridge” Film en televisie 359 (Apr 1987), p. 30. 
 Shindler, Merrill. [Heartbreak ridge] Los Angeles 32 (Jan 1987), p. 54+ [4 p.] 
 Sibley, Adrian. “Heartbreak ridge” Films and filming 388 (Jan 1987), p. 35. 
 Simsolo, Noel. Clint Eastwood Paris : Editions de l’Etoile ; Cahiers du Cinema, 1990. 
 Sineux, Michel. “Le maitre de guerre” Positif n.315 (May 1987), p. 60-61. 
 Siskel, Gene. “Siskel’s flicks picks: Flick of the week: ‘Heartbreak’ isn’t worth the 

controversy” Chicago tribune (Dec 5, 1986), Friday, p. A. 
 Smith, Paul. Clint Eastwood: a cultural production Minneapolis : Univ. of Minnesota 

Press, 1993. (p. 181-82, 186-88, 199-200, 203-5+) 
 Spalla, Teresio. “Gunny” Quaderni di cinema 7/32 (Mar/Apr 1987), p. 34-7. 
 Swift, Bob. “There’s too much fussin’ about a little @! cussin’” Miami herald (Nov 

29, 1986), p. 2D. 
 Thompson, Douglas. Clint Eastwood: riding high Chicago : Contemporary Books, 

1992.  
 Thompson, Robert J. “Heartbreak ridge” Cinema papers n.62 (Mar 1987), p. 55-6. 
 Thomson, David. [Heartbreak ridge] California 12 (Feb 1987), p. 29+ [3 p.] 
 Walker, Mark Edward. Vietnam veteran films [GB] (p. 76-9) 
 Walters, Gordon. “Heartbreak ridge” Magill’s cinema annual Englewood Cliffs, N.J. : 

Salem Press, 1982- (1987, p. 235-39) 
 Walters, M. “Yesterday’s men” Listener 117/2992 (Jan 1, 1987), p. 28-9. 
 Weinberger, Michele. Clint Eastwood Paris : Rivages, 1989. 
 ________________. “Le maitre de guerre” Cinema 87 390 (Mar 4-10, 1987), p. 2. 
 Wiener, David Jon. “‘Heartbreak ridge,’ an exercise in realism” American 

cinematographer 68 (Jan 1987), p. 28-34+ [8 p.] 
 ______________. “La methode Eastwood” Cahiers du cinema 393 (Mar 1987), p. 

12-15. 
 Zimmer, Jacques. “Go west, young man: Le retour de Davy Crockett” Revue du 

cinema 426 (Apr 1987), p. 4-6. 
 _____________. “Le maitre de guerre” Revue du cinema hors ser. 34 (1987), p. 90. 
 Zmijewsky, Boris. The films of Clint Eastwood Secaucus, N.J. : Citadel Press, 1982. 
  [Reissued (Rev. ed) Secaucus, N.J. : Citadel, 1988; (3d ed) Secaucus, N.J. : 

Carol Pub. Co., 1993] 
 


