M3360 MEET THE FEEBLES (NEW ZEALAND, 1989)
(Other titles: Feebles)

Credits: director, Peter Jackson ; writers, Peter Jackson, Danny Mulheron, Frances
Walsh, Stephen Sinclair.

Cast (voices): Donna Akersten, Stuart Devenie, Mark Hadlow, Ross Jolly, Brian
Sergeant, Peter Vere Jones, Mark Wright.

Summary: An adult fantasy which parodies the Muppets. Centers on a tired theater
company rehearsing a variety show which they hope will win a spot as
syndicated series on TV. But sex, drugs and rock 'n roll undermine the
proceedings. Torch singer Heide the Hippo does not intend to sit idly by
while her man, producer Bletch the Walrus, has an affair with Samantha the
Siamese cat. Other characters include: sweet Robert the Hedgehog, fresh out
of method acting school; the Fly, a muckraking gutter journalist; and Harry
the Hare, a promiscuous actor afflicted with a fatal sex disease. About thirty
minutes into the film, there is a parody of the Deer Hunter and other Vietnam
War films as a drug addicted Vietnam vet character recounts his experiences
of capture and torture by the Viet Cong (including being forced to play
Russian roulette) to Robert and tries to con the Hedgehog into giving him
money.

Anderson, John. “Maladjusted shtick in a puppet show” Newsday (Feb 22, 1995), pt.
1L, p. 9.
[Reprinted in Film review annual 1996]

Aubron, Herve. “Un peu de sang sur la peluche” Vertigo [France] n. 19 (1999), p. 34.

Botes, Costa. “The SNAGs won’t like it” Onfilm 7/7 (1990), p. 11.

Carr, Jay. “Juvenile ‘Meet the feebles’ celebrates the perverse” Boston globe (Aug 25,
1995), p. 87.

Garofalo, Marcello. “Meet the feebles” Segnocinema 103 (May/Jun 2000), p. 70-72.

Hannaham, James. “Meet the feebles” Village voice 40 (Feb 28, 1995), p. 74.
[Reprinted in Film review annual 1996]

Harrington, Richard. “Feebles™ Some sick puppets” Washington post (Jun 3, 1995),
p. H3.

Hulot, Alain (see under Nopere, Daniel)

Kemp, Philip. “Meet the feebles” Sight and sound 2/1 (May 1992), p. 55.

Maslin, Janet. “Playful puppetry, for adults only” New York times (Feb 22, 1995), p.
C18.

McDonagh, Maitland. “Meet the feebles” Motion picture guide annual (edited by Jay
Robert Nash and Stanley Ralph Ross) Chicago : Cinebooks, 1987-2000.
(1996, p. 201-2)

“Meet the feebles” Film review annual 1996 Englewood, N.J. : J.S. Ozer, 1981- (p.
898-99)

[Meet the feebles] NZ film n.42 (Feb 1991), p. 8.

[Meet the feebles] Starburst n.138 (Feb 1990), p. 24-5.

[Meet the feebles] [interview with Peter Jackson] Starburst n.153 (May 1991), p. 20-3.

McDonagh, Maitland. “Meet the feebles” Film journal 98 (Apr 1995), p. 45-6.

Menzies, Steve. “Spluppet on a shoestring” Onfilm 6/4 (1989), p. 24-5.

“The most spectacular show in entertainment history: Meet the feebles” Castoro
cinema II no. 207 (Jul/Aug/Sep 2001), p. 31-8.

Nicolaidi, Mike (Nic). “Meet the feebles” Variety 339 (May 30, 1990), p. 32.

Nopere, Daniel and Hulot, Alain. “Meet the feebles” Grand angle n.137-138
(Apt/May 1991), p. [65-6]

“Perverted puppet pic primo - perfect” Variety 337 (Nov 1, 1989), p. 27.

Prout, Philippe. “Meet the feebles” Revue du cinema n.464 (Oct 1990), p. 30.




Pryor, Ian. “Meet your creature feature” Illusions n.13 (Mar 1990), p. 7-11.

Rea, Steven. “Ingenuity matched with with tastelessness” Philadelphia inquirer (Oct
25,1995), p. E4.

Ross, Philippe. “Les feebles” Revue du cinema hors ser. 39 (1991), p. 44.

Schwartzberg, Shlomo. “Meet the feebles” Boxoffice 131 (Dec 1995), p. R111.

Teitelbaum, Sheldon. “Just the feebles” Cinefantastique 21/2 (1990), p. 14-15, 60.

Thomas, Kevin. “Screening room: Cinewomen offers shorts; Jackson’s ‘Feebles’ at
NuArt” Los Angeles times (Sep 18, 1995), Calendar, p. 2.

Wakefield, Philip. ““Feebles’ unleashed” Onfilm 7/6 (1990), p. 3.

Weldon, Michael. “The feebles” in The psychotronic video guide New York : St.
Martin’s Griffin, 1996. (p. 201)

Wilmington, Michael. ““Meet the feebles’ is anything but weak” Chicago tribune
(May 5, 1995), Friday, p. H.




