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P6690 THE POSTMAN (USA, 1997)
(Other titles: Uomo del giorno dopo)

Credits: director, Kevin Costner ; writers, Eric Roth, Brian Helgeland.

Cast: Kevin Costner, Will Patton, Larenz Tate, Olivia Williams.

Summary: Science fiction set in a post-apocalypse Pacific Northwest of 2013. A
nameless drifter (Costner) wanders the wasteland of what used to be Oregon
and Idaho, earning his living by performing Shakespeare at scattered
settlements. He is taken prisoner and forced to join a militia, “The Force of
the Eight,” that terrorizes the countryside under the leadership of a former
copier salesman turned white supremacist called Bethlehem (Patton). The
hero eventually escapes and accidentally comes across the wrecked truck and
skeleton of a U.S. mailman. He takes the mailman’s uniform and begins to
deliver the mail (undelivered since the catastrophes of 1998) to the people in
a nearby settlement. To cage a meal, he tells the people that the U.S.
government is being restored. The old uniform rekindles a sense of hope and
the people load him with mail to be delivered to neighboring villages. A
young Black kid, who has taken the name Ford Lincoln Mercury (Tate), asks
to be sworn in as a deputy postman. Ford eventually starts a network of
young mail carriers. The hope kindled by these mail carriers, brings them to
the attention of Bethlehem who sees them as a threat to his little empire.
“The Force of Eight” is ordered to kill mail carriers on sight and execute
hostages taken from now defiant settlements. An aged Vietnam veteran
advises the Postman on how to retaliate with an ambush of a “Force” patrol.
The Postman gathers an army of his own to fight the “Force,” but ultimately
the Postman and Bethlehem resolve the conflict in a climactic one-on-one
combat before their assembled armies.

Andersen, Soren. “Movie review: ‘Postman’ doesn’t ring true with overacting, bad
dialogue” News tribune [Tacoma, WA] (Dec 25, 1997), SoundLife, p. SL7.

Arnold, Gary. “Kostner’s ‘Postman’ should be stamped undeliverable” Washington
times (Dec 30, 1997), p. C11.

Baltake, Joe. “Costner’s epic intentions misdirected: He delivers ‘Postman’ dead on
arrival” Sacramento bee (Dec 25, 1997), p. C1.

Baron, David. “Costner’s ‘Postman’ Return to sender” Times-picayune (Dec 20,
1997), Lagniappe, p. L25.

Beale, Louis. “Costner’s big-bucks ‘Postman’ jeered in previews: Flick may be mail
bomb” Daily news [New York] (Dec 15, 1997), p. 46.

Beifuss, John. “Special deliverer: Epic follows Costner style to the letter”
Commercial appeal [Memphis, TN] (Dec 26, 1997), p. C1.

Bernard, Jami. ““Postman’ is all mail ego: Costner vainly puts his stamp on post-
apocalyptic epic” Daily news [New York| (Dec 24, 1997), p. 34.

Biodrowski, Steve. “The postman” Cinefantastique 29/12 (1998), p. 38.

Bunke, Joan. “Just too long to deliver: Kevin Costner has a good message and a
winning cast - but ‘Postman’ needed to be compressed” Des Moines register
(Jan 1, 1998), Datebook, p. 6.

Carr, Jay. ““Postman’ delivers on heroic promise” Boston globe (Dec 25, 1997), p.
Co.




Clark, Mike. “Return ill-conceived ‘Postman’ to sender: Movie gets mired in
futuristic weirdness” USA today (Dec 23, 1997), p. 3D.

Connors, Joanna. “New films bring seasons greetings: Futuristic drama drips with a
syrupy past” Plain dealer [Cleveland, OH] (Dec 25, 1997), p. 4E.

Cross, Howard. “The postman” Chattanooga free press (Jan 1, 1998), p. D4.

Delmont Jim. ‘“Postrnan casy mark for critics” Omaha world-herald (Dec 25,
1997)

Denerstein, Robert. “Postman’ doesn’t deliver: Post-apocalyptic theme takes nearly
three hours to develop but is still overcome by silliness” Denver Rocky
Mountain news (Dec 25, 1997), p. 1D.

Descamps, Sigrid. ““The postman” Grand angle n. 213 (mar 1998), p. [29-30]

Dudek, Duane. ““Postman’ takes too long to deliver” Milwaukee journal sentinel
(Dec 25, 1997), p. 8.

Ebert, Roger. “Missed delivery: Costner uses old formula in ‘Postman” Chicago sun-
times (Dec 25, 1997), p. 37.

Elliott, David. ““Postman’ delivers a dud” San Diego union-tribune (Dec 25, 1997),
Night & day, p. 13.

Fenster, Bob. “32-cent epic: Costner puts stamp of mediocrity on “The postman™
Arizona republic (Dec 25, 1997), The Rep, p. 31.

Fink, Mitchell. “Kevin Costnet’s job as ditectot’”” People weekly 48/24 (Dec 15,
1997), p. 47.

Fischer, Dominique. “Laserblast: “The postman™ Cinefantastique 30/9-10 (1998), p.
123.

Fittante, Aldo. “L’uomo del giorno dopo” Segnocinema n. 90 (Matr/Apr 1998), p. 39.

Fuller, Graham. “The postman” Interview 28/1 (Jan 1998), p. 49.

Gabrenya, Frank. “Letterworld: Costner strains to fill ‘Postman’ with
underdeveloped idea” Columbus dispatch (Dec 26, 1997), p. 12D.

Gansera, Rainer. “Postman” EPD Film 15 (Mar 1998), p. 45.

Gire, Dann. “Costner’s ‘Postman’ fails to deliver” Chicago daily herald (Dec 25,
1997), Suburban living, p. 3.

Goldstein, Patrick. ““Doctor Zzzhivago™: Many of this season’s releases have epic
lengths, but that doesn’t always reflect epic visions” Los Angeles times (Dec
3, 1997), Calendar, p. 1.

Hartl, John. “Dances with postcards: Costner’s ‘Postman’ doesn’t quite deliver”
Seattle times (Dec 25, 1997), Ticket, p. 4.

Hershenson, Karen. “Send ‘The postman’ to the dead letter office” Times union
[Albany, NY] (Dec 25, 1997), p. P3.

Higuinen, Erman. “Postman” Cahiers du cinema n. 522 (Mar 1998), p. 82.

Hilbig, Beth Ann. “As novel, “The postman’ succeeds where film fails” The
Stuart/Port St. Lucie news [Stuart, FL] (Jan 4, 1998), p. EG.

Holden, Stephen. “Neither snow, nor rain, nor descent to anarchy...” New York
times (Dec 24, 1997), p. E1.

Holleman, Joe. “Costner delivers, sort of, in latest outing” St. Louis post-dispatch
(Dec 25, 1997), Everyday magazine, p. G5.

. ““The postman’: Kevin Costner is high-profile, and he knows it” St.
Louis post-dispatch (Dec 25, 1997), Everyday magazine, p. G1.

Huff, Lynn. “Costner delivers the goods in ‘Postman™ Sarasota herald-tribune (Jan
1,1998), p. 4B.

James, Christine. “The postman” Boxoffice 134 (Mar 1998), p. 56

Janusonis, Michael. “Costner’s ‘Postman’ too slow on the delivery” Providence
journal-bulletin (Dec 25, 1997), p. 6D.

Jensen, Jeff. “Ads retooled for ‘Postman™ Advertising age 68/51 (Dec 22-29, 1997),
p. 34.

2>




Jewett, Dave. “Costner’s nostalgic look at the future” The Columbian [Vancouver,
WA] (Dec 25, 1997), p. F11.

Johnson, Malcolm. “Credit due: “The postman’ delivers” Hartford courant (Dec 24,
1997), p. F1.

Kaltenbach, Chris. “OK, it’s long, but “The postman’ delivers” Baltimore sun (Dec
25,1997), p. 4D.

Kendall, Lukas. “The postman” Film score monthly 3/2 (1998) p. 39-40.

Kempley, Rita. “Costner’s got the wrong address in the endless ‘Postman’: He directs
everything toward himself” Washington post (Dec 25, 1997), p. C14.

. “The postman” Washington post (Dec 26, 1997), Weekend, p. N35.

Kimmel, Daniel M. ““Postman’ delivers thoughtful message” Telegram & gazette
[Worcester, MA] (Dec 24, 1997), p. C5.

Klein, Andy. “Return to sender: Some of Costner’s new film is so close to Road
Warrior that it feels like an overlong rewrite” New times .os Angeles (Dec
25,1997), p. ?

Kliewer, Brent. ““Postman’ taps into a dated style of idealism” Santa Fe New
Mexican (Jan 2, 1998), Pasatiempo, p. P26.

Koltnow, Barry. “A patriotic ‘Postman’: Kevin Costner admits price of fame is high -
not that he’s ready to quit” Houston chronicle (Dec 27, 1997), Houston, p. 1.

Larsen, Dave. “Return ‘Postman’ to sender” Dayton daily news (Dec 25, 1997), p.
1B.

Lerman, Gabriel. “Kevin Costner” Dirigido por n. 266 (Feb 1998), p. 30-33.

Lim, Dennis. “Return to sendet” Village voice 42/52 (Dec 30, 1997), p. 76.
[Reprinted in Film review annual 1998]

Lippman, John. “Warner Bros. hopes shift in ads can give lift to “The postman™
Wall Street journal (Dec 24, 1997), p. B2.

Long, Tom. “Give Costner credit - and blame - for ‘Postman
25,1997), p. F3.

Lyman, Rick. “Imagining a world that would follow an apocalypse” New York times
(Nov 9, 1997), sec. 2A, p. 9.

Mandolini, Catlos. “The postman” Sequences n. 195 (Mat/Apr 1998), p. 40-41.

Manzoli, Giacomo. “L’uomo del giorno dopo” Cineforum 38/372 (mar 1998), p. 81-

>

Detroit news (Dec

2.

Masters, Kim. “Alas, this postman doesn’t ring at all” Time 151/2 (Jan 19, 1998), p.
10.

Mathews, Jack. “Unwrapping the holiday movies: The postman” Newsday (Dec 24,
1997), p. B7.

[Reprinted in Film review annual 1998]

McCarthy, Todd. “Delivering the message on a grand scale” Variety 371 (Dec 22,
1997-Jan 4, 1998), p. 57-8.

McDonagh, Maitland. “The postman” Film journal 101 (Jan 1998), p. 53.

McGurk, Margaret A. “Costner’s ‘Postman’ rings half true” Cincinnati enquirer (Dec
26, 1997), p. W28.

Medved, Michael. “Costner tries to push envelope” New York post (Dec 24, 1997),
p. 34.
[Reprinted in Film review annual 1998]

Meyer, George. ““Postman’ fails to deliver” Sarasota herald-tribune (Dec 26, 1997),
Ticket, p. 18.

Millar, Jeff. “Costner delivers his ‘Postman” Houston chronicle (Dec 25, 1997),
Houston, p. 1.

Millea, Holly. “Impetfect world” Premiere 11/5 (Jan 1998), p. 68-74+ [8 p.]

Moore, Greg. “Costner’s ‘Postman’ just doesn’t deliver” Charleston gazette (Jan 1,
1998), p. 6D.

Munro, Donald. “Mark this ‘return to sender” Fresno bee (Dec 26, 1997), p. E7.




Murray, Steve. “Movie review: “The postman’ Return to sender; ‘Postman’ delivers

star vehicle, not much else” Atlanta journal and constitution (Dec 25, 1997),
>

Nechak, Paula. “Anything but special in Costner’s “The postman
intelligencer (Dec 25, 1997), p. E1.

Neman, Daniel. ““The postman’ - it could be worse” Richmond times-dispatch (Dec
26.1997), p. C4.

O’Connor, Anne Marie. “Most familiar future vision: The postman” Mademoiselle
104/1 (Jan 1998), p. 74.

Oldenburg, Ann. “Costner’s special delivery: He’ll stick to sending his own message
even if ‘Postman’ stumbles” USA today (Dec 23, 1997), p. 1D.

Pearlman, Cindy. “Paired-down ‘Postman’ gets Costner stamp of approval” Chicago
sun-times (Dec 10, 1997), p. 57.

Persall, Steve. “Costner’s ego extravaganza doesn’t deliver” St. Petersburg times
(Dec25, 1997), p. 3D.

Persons, Dan. “The postman” Cinefantastique 29/9 (1998), p. 14-15.

. “The postman” Cinefantastique 29/10 (1998), p. 46-7.
. “The postman” Cinefantastique 29/12 (1998), p. 36-9.

Philpot, Robert. “Return to sender: ‘Postman’ doesn’t deliver” Fort Worth star-
telegram (Dec 24, 1997), Life and arts, p. 9.

Pickle, Betsy. “Brighter Kevin Costner delivers in “The postman
sentinel (Dec 27, 1997), p. B6.

“Postman, The” Film review annual 1998 Englewood, N.J. : J.S. Ozer, 1981- (p.
1074-79)

Pugliese, Roberto. “Segnodischi” Segnocinema n. 91 (May/Jun 1998), p. 78.

Ratliff, Larry. ““Postman’ misses his rounds” San Antonio express-news (Dec 26,
1997), p. 11H.

Riemenschneider, Chris. “Deliver us: Costner plays Mad Max with a mailbag” Austin
American-statesman (Dec 25, 1997), p. E3.

Robbins, Mark. “patriotismo y banalidad” Dirigido por n. 265 (Feb 1998), p. 26-9.

Rodriguez, Rene. “Costner delivers an overblown epic” Miami herald (Dec 25, 1997),
p. F4.

Rosen, Steve. “Costner’s ‘Postman’ lost en route to mediocrity” Denver post (Dec
25,1997), p. E3.

Ross, Bob. “The postman” Tampa tribune (Dec 24, 1997), p. 1.

Rozen, Leah. “The postman” People weekly 49/1 (Jan 12, 1998), p. 25-6.

Ryan, Desmond. “Kevin Costnet’s letter carrier lacks stamp of greatness”
Philadelphia inquirer (Dec 25, 1997), p. E1.

Salm, Arthur. “To sci-fi author, “The postman’ rings nice” San Diego union-tribune
(Dec 21, 1997), p. E1.

Schaefer, Stephen. “Movies: ‘Postman’ due: Can Costner deliver with his latest post-
apocalyptic vision?”” Boston herald (Dec 21, 1997), p. 49.

Schwan, Gary. ““The postman’: Costner flick doesn’t deliver” Palm Beach post (Dec
22,1997), p. 6D.

Segers, Jules. “The postman” Film en televisie + video n. 481 (Apr 1998), p. 20.

Seidner, Cathy. ““The postman’ delivers too much” New York law journal (Dec 26,
1997), p. 6.

Seulowitz, Robert. “Postman, The” Motion picture guide annual (edited by Jay
Robert Nash and Stanley Ralph Ross) Chicago : Cinebooks, 1987-2000.
(1996, p. 246-7)

Sharkey, Betsy. “Film: Renovating heroic images for a tale of the future” New York
times (Dec 21, 1997), sec. 2, p. 17.

Sheehan, Henry. ““The postman’ bears the stamp of Costner’s ego run wild” Orange

County register (Dec 25, 1997), p. F4.

2>

Seattle post-

>

Knoxville news-




Shulgasser, Barbara. “Return to sender: Costner flirts with self-parody in overblown
‘Postman” San Francisco examiner (Dec 25, 1997), p. C1.

Simon, Jeff. “Junk mail: What “The postman’ delivers no one needs” Buffalo news
(Dec 26, 1997), p. 22G.

Simon, John. “Bagging the biggies” National review 50/1 (Jan 26, 1998), p. 52-3.

Soergel, Matt. “Don’t go postal, but Costner fails to deliver with ‘Postman”” Florida
times-union [Jacksonville, FL] (Dec 26, 1997), p. D3.

Soroka, Steve. ““Postman,” one bleak package” Buffalo news (Jan 13, 1998), p. 5N.

Spines, Christine. “The postman” Premiere 11/5 (Jan 1998), p. 22.

Stack, Peter. “Insufficient ‘Postman’: Costner’s post-apocalypse saga long and bland”
San Francisco chronicle (Dec 25, 1997), p. C1.

Steelman, Ben. “Kevin Costner’s ‘Postman’ takes long, long, long time to deliver”
Morning star [Wilmington, NC] (Jan 3, 1998), p. 1D, 4D.

Steyn, Mark. “What a bummer” Spectator 280/8846 (Feb 21, 1998), p. 44-5.

Strauss, Bob. “Costner delivers his way: In his second outing as a director, the star
takes control of “The postman” Boston globe (Dec 21, 1997), p. N7.

Strick, Philip. “The postman” Sight and sound 8/4 (Apr 1998), p. 49-50.

[Reprinted in Film review annual 1998]

Strickler, Jeff. “No stamp of approval for this ‘Postman
MN] (Dec 24, 1997), p. 2E.

““Titanic,” “The postman’ sail in opposite directions: Box office: In a battle of epics,
Cameron’s takes in $32.2 million: Costner’s grosses just $3.7 million” Los
Angeles times (Jan 5, 1998), Calendar, p. 2.

Tournes, Andree. “Postman” Jeune cinema n. 248 (Feb/Mar 1998), p. 40-41.

Travers, Peter. “Movies: Return of a foxy mama” Rolling stone no. 778 (Jan 22,
1998), p. 61-2.

Turan, Kennetlfl. “Movie review: Aw shucks, he’s just “The postman
times (Dec 24, 1997), Calendar, p. 14.

[Reprinted in Film review annual 1998]

Verniere, James. “Movie review: Mail ego: In “The postman,” Kevin Costner has seen
the future and it’s - Kevin Costner” Boston herald (Dec 26, 1997), Scene, p.
S3.

Vice, Jeff. “Costner loves every minute of ‘Postman
UT] (Dec 25, 1997), p. C1.

Vincent, Mal. “Kevin goes postal: Costner’s latest film, “The postman,’ is
‘Waterworld” meets ‘Dances with wolves™ Virginia pilot [Norfolk, VA] (Jan
3, 1998), p. E1.

. “Rgturn to sender: Costner epic fails” Virginia pilot [Norfolk, VA]
(Dec 30, 1998), p. E5.

Viviani, Christian. “Postman” Positif n. 446 (Apr 1998), p. 42-3.

Webster, Dan. “Maybe the ‘Postman’ is the real ‘Kevin’s gate”” Spokesman-review
[Spokane, WA] (Jan 2, 1998), p. D2.

Weinraub, Bernard. ““Postman’ sinks, “Titanic’ sails” New York times (Jan 5, 1998),

.EL

Welkos,pRobert W. “It wasn’t rain, sleet, snow or dark of night: Movies: Maybe the
elements can’t keep a mailman from his appointed rounds, but what kept
‘The postman’ from delivering?”” Los Angeles times (Jan 13, 1998), Calendar,

1L

Whipp,%lenn. “Costner’s “The postman’ belongs in dead-letter office” Daily news
of Los Angeles (Dec 25, 1997), L.A. Life, p. L8.

Williamson, Bruce. “The postman” Playboy 45/3 (Mar 1998), p. 17.

Wirt, John. “Postman fails to deliver anything but embarrassment” Advocate [Baton
Rouge, LA] (Jan 2, 1998), p. 16.

2>

Star tribune [Minneapolis,

2>

Los Angeles

2>

Deseret news [Salt Lake City,




Wyatt, Gene. “Doing it his way: Kevin Costner ignores criticism and follows his own
muse” Tennessean (Dec 26, 1997), p. 1F.

c2005 J.K.M. Enterprises



