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The La Salle University Art Museum is proud to present “Printmakers of the Baroque: Explorations of Space and Light in
17th-Century Prints” on view from December 16, 2013 to February 28, 2014.
This exhibition presents prints from the permanent collection of the La Salle University Art Museum by 17th-century
European printmakers who employed the print media to serve a range of functions. The exhibition includes works by
artists such as Rembrandt, Claude Lorrain and Salvator Rosa who were known for their paintings but who used
printmaking as an alternative means of artistic expression. There are prints by Hendrick Goudt and Jérôme David, who
reproduced other artists’ paintings. The exhibition also highlights works by dedicated printmakers, such as Jacques Callot
and Stefano della Bella. Among these are works by members of printmaking families, such as the Perelle father and sons,
and Jan Van de Velde II.
The selected works demonstrate two major themes often associated with Baroque art: space and light. The themes are
interpreted broadly. Various pictorial illusions that entice the viewer to participate emotionally in the image have long
been recognized as characteristics of the Baroque. The exhibition will reveal some of the spatial and illumination
artifices. Seventeenth-century printmakers also showed concern for changing social and cultural spaces, as seen in the
increased number of representations of those marginal to elite society (beggars, off-duty soldiers, foreigners). The space
of the imagination attracted attention in the Baroque period as well, and the exhibition includes images of fairy tales,
emblems, and the theater.
In tandem with the main exhibition, additional 17th-century European prints will be on view in the 20th Century Hallway.
Artists include Orazio Borgianni, Pietro Aquila, Pierre Lepautre, Claude Mellan and Jusepe de Ribera.
This exhibition is supported in part by the Philadelphia Cultural Fund and the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts. Thank
you to James Tanis and sons for donating works to the Art Museum in anticipation of the exhibition.
Programming for the exhibition:
Wednesday, January 22, 2014:
Co-Curator’s Introduction by Susan M. Dixon, Assoc. Prof. of Art History and Chair, Fine Arts Dept., 3:30-4:30 pm., Olney
Hall, room 100
Followed by a Public Reception, 5-7 pm.
Please consult the webpage for scheduling for the following events:
Visiting Lecturer on Rembrandt by Paul Crenshaw, Assoc. Prof. of Art History, Providence College and author of
Rembrandt’s Bankruptcy: The Artist, his Patrons, and the Art World in Seventeenth-Century Netherlands (2006)
Explorer Café: ”Going Baroque” interactive event

The La Salle University Art Museum is located on the lower level of Olney Hall on the campus of La Salle University at
19th Street and Olney Avenue. Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday. Admission is free, though donations
are accepted. Please call to schedule group visits. Special tours can be arranged. For further information call
215.951.1221 or visit the website at http://www.lasalle.edu/museum/.

