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ACADEMIC CENSURE POLICIES

Academic Censure Policy 

During the 2001-2002 academic year, an Ad Hoc committee of faculty and administrators examined the present policy and found three areas where clarification and modifications are necessary.  As a result of these deliberations, two policies were presented for consideration to the Academic Affairs Committee:

· Threshold GPA

· Suspension rules

I.  Threshold GPA:

Probation.  A student is placed on probation when s/he has attained a cumulative grade point average of (a) less than 1.75 after any term in the freshman year, (b) less that 1.9 after any term in the sophomore year, (c) less than 2.0 after any term in the junior or senior year.   

II.  Suspension Rules:

A student will be liable for suspension 

When he/she has attained a cumulative GPA for two or more successive semesters of (a) less than 1.75 during the freshman year, (b) less than 1.9 during the sophomore year, (c) less than 2.0 during the junior or senior year.  

During the suspension period, the student may elect one of the following options:

1. S/he would not participate in any academic coursework either at La Salle or any other institution for a one-year period (this is the current policy).

2. S/he could take coursework at La Salle as a non-matriculating student to raise the GPA to the required level to remove him/her from suspension; at most two courses may be taken in one semester.

3. S/he may take courses at another institution.  (This option may only be elected once in a student’s total academic career and it can take the form of one of the following two timeframes.)  

· Timeframe #1 

· For consideration of early return (less than 1 year), a student must take 4 courses and a minimum of 12 credits in one semester with the following caveats:

· No grade in any course can be lower than a “C”.  

· Course failures at La Salle can only be repeated at La Salle University

· Course selection must be pre-approved by the appropriate La Salle Dean’s Office

· The GPA for the work undertaken at another institution must be greater than or equal to a 2.5

· Timeframe #2 

· During the year of suspension, a student can take a maximum of 4 courses at another institution.  The courses must meet the following conditions:

· No grade in any course can be lower than a “C.”  

· Course failures at La Salle can only be repeated at La Salle

· Course selection must be pre-approved by the appropriate La Salle Dean’s office

Implementation Of New Policy

These policies will become effective with the incoming freshmen of Fall 2003 (class of 2007).  Returning students would be monitored under the previous policies.

Summary Of Policies

	Censure
	Current
	Revised

	Probation

Action
	Freshman < 1.5

Sophomore <1.75

first semester Junior < 1.9

thereafter < 2.0

Letter from Dean
	Freshman < 1.75

Sophomore <1.9

Junior/Senior < 2.0

Letter from Dean

	Suspension or Dismissal

Suspension Action

Dismissal Action
	Freshman < 1.25
Sophomore <1.5
first term Junior < 1.75

Thereafter < 1.9

OR

Has been on probation for two successive semesters

Separation for a definite time period, i.e. two semesters.

No academic work may be done.

Separation for an indefinite time period
	Freshman < 1.75

Sophomore <1.9

Junior/Senior < 2.0

For two or more successive semesters

Options:

1. no academic coursework for 1 year

2. coursework at La Salle University as a non-matriculating student; at most two courses may be taken in one semester;

3. take courses at another institution; can be done once, using either of the following timeframes:

a. For early return before 1 year, take 4 courses (12 credits); no grades lower than “C”; failures to be repeated at La Salle; courses preapproved; GPA of these courses >=2.5

b. For return after 1 year, no grades lower than “C”; maximum of 4 courses; failures to be repeated at La Salle; courses preapproved.

	Application of Probation, Suspension, or Dismissal
	Because of the long timeframe for final grade submission, probation, suspension and dismissal were not issued at the end of the fall semester
	With quicker submission of final grades, probation, suspension and dismissal can be issued at the end of the fall and at the end of the spring semesters.


ACADEMIC CENSURE STATISTICS

Table 1 shows the number of students who are to be placed on probation, based on their Fall 2002 grades based on the current guidelines and the number that would be placed on probation under the proposed guidelines.  It also shows the difference in number of students affected and the percent increase with the proposed guidelines.  Note that the current guidelines have a distinct threshold GPA for first semester juniors; however, separating the data at that level was not possible.  Therefore, juniors were considered separately from seniors.

Table 1.  Probation Statistics

	Standing
	Current guidelines
	Current number of students
	Proposed guidelines
	Projected number of students
	Difference: students 
	Percent increase

	Freshmen
	GPA < 1.5
	47
	GPA < 1.75
	68
	21
	44.7%

	Sophomores
	GPA < 1.75
	23
	GPA < 1.9
	41
	18
	78.3%

	Juniors
	GPA < 1.9
	24
	GPA < 2.0
	
	
	

	Seniors
	GPA < 2.0
	15
	GPA < 2.0
	
	
	

	Juniors & Seniors
	
	39
	
	54
	15
	38.5%

	Total
	
	109
	
	163
	54
	49.5%


Under the current guidelines, students were most often placed on suspension because of the lower GPA.  Table 2 shows the suspension statistics, i.e. how many students currently have a GPA which will place them on suspension this semester.  Note that these students are already counted in the statistics in Table 1.

Table 2.  Suspension Statistics

	Standing
	Current guidelines
	Current number of students

	Freshmen
	GPA < 1.25
	35

	Sophomores
	GPA < 1.5
	5

	Juniors
	GPA < 1.75
	9

	Seniors
	GPA < 1.9
	7

	Total
	
	56


Monitoring Students on Academic Censure

Currently, the Registrar’s office provides the Dean’s office with a list of students whose GPA is below 2.0.  The Dean’s office identifies those students to be placed on probation or suspension by reviewing this list and the students’ paper files.  The Dean’s office notifies those students to be placed on academic censure.  The Dean’s letter recommends that the student contact the Dean’s office for advisement about how to return to good academic standing, such as retaking a failed course.  Only a small number of students transition from censure to good academic standing.  Table 3 shows the number of students placed on suspension in a semester and the number of those who have successfully returned to the University.

Table 3.  Suspension Tracking

	Semester
	Number of students on Suspension
	Number of students returning to University
	Percent return

	Fall 1998
	30
	4
	13.3%

	Spring 1999
	5
	1
	20.0%

	Fall 1999
	0
	0
	0%

	Spring 2000
	3
	0
	0%

	Fall 2000
	33
	5
	15.2%

	Spring 2001
	2
	1
	50.0%

	Fall 2001
	34
	5
	14.7%

	Spring 2002
	2
	1
	50%

	Fall 2002
	23
	0
	0%

	TOTAL
	132
	17
	12.9%


Tracking students who are on probation or censure from semester to semester is not done automatically through the Banner Information System.  The system contains a field to flag a student who is placed on suspension, but not probation.  The Registrar’s office will incorporate a flag to code students who are placed on probation.
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