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1.  MISSION

The mission of a Travel Study course is to focus an understanding of an aspect of a different culture or field of study through substantial academic study of that area and the opportunity to experience the associated area during a trip of approximately seven to ten days.  The academic content of the Travel Study course may pertain to any discipline and the associated travel may be either domestic or international.  Interdisciplinary courses are strongly encouraged.  The trip itinerary is consistent with the course syllabus and requirements.  A Travel Study course fulfills the core curriculum requirement for “Understanding at Home and Abroad”, either “Understanding at Home” or “Understanding Abroad” depending on the destination.

2.  ACADEMIC GUIDELINES

Travel study courses should fulfill the traditional academic requirements regarding course content and rigor.  Because a travel study course includes a seven to ten day trip, in-class meeting time may be reduced appropriately.

The academic deans should consult among themselves to review Travel Study course proposals.   All proposals must be reviewed and approved by the appropriate school’s or program’s curriculum committee.

Approval factors taken into consideration are the following:

· The number of trips to an area

· Number of courses offered by one department independently

· Number of courses offered by a department co-sponsored with other departments

Academic Requirements for a Travel Study course include the following points:

2.1 Students participating in Travel Study courses must have at least a 2.5 GPA.


2.2 All students participating in Travel Study courses must be registered for the Travel Study course.  La Salle University prohibits non-La Salle students from participating in Travel Study courses, except in the case of a University approved joint travel study opportunity.


2.3 A minimum of 8 students is necessary to run a Travel Study course.


2.4 A Travel Study course may not exceed 30 students, depending on how many cross-listed courses participate in the trip.


2.5 Free time for students during the trip component of a Travel Study course must not exceed 3 consecutive days.

3. STUDENT AFFAIRS GUIDELINES

Legal and safety requirements for a trip in a Travel Study course form the foundation for the following guidelines.  The University follows the U.S. Department of State’s travel warnings, consular information sheets and public announcements regarding the advisability of travel to a certain country  (http://travel.state.gov/travel_warnings.html).   La Salle reserves the right to cancel the travel component of any travel study course if the safety of students is in question.

3.1 Students participating in Travel Study courses must have no existing disciplinary holds.  Previous disciplinary history will be reviewed.  If the student wishing to participate in a Travel Study course has an extensive and / or serious disciplinary history her or his participation in a Travel Study course may be declined.  

3.2 All students participating in Travel Study courses must sign the Participant’s Agreement.  The agreement is a legal document that addresses issues of liability in connection with a student’s conduct. All students participating in Travel Study courses must abide by federal laws and University Policy as stated in La Salle University’s Student Guide to Rights and Responsibilities.

3.3 All students participating in Travel Study courses must purchase the International Student Identity Card (ISIC).  The ISIC provides travel insurance.  The ISIC offers basic medical coverage as well as non-medically related coverage such as the replacement of a passport and other benefits. 

3.4 All students participating in a Travel Study course are prohibited to travel outside of the country and / or countries specified in the trip itinerary.  Additional travel restrictions may be applied at the discretion of the faculty member(s) and chaperones.  Any exception to this guideline must be presented to the Academic Dean and the Dean of Student Affairs in the approval for the course.

3.5 All students who have financial holds are prohibited from registering for any Travel Study courses.

3.6 Students may not make their own travel arrangement when participating in a Travel Study course.

4. FACULTY GUIDELINES


Faculty and chaperones are required to abide by the following guidelines to properly guide the trip component of the Travel Study course.  A chaperone is an adult specifically assigned by the University to act in the role of chaperone and all the duties that that entails, including overseeing the students’ welfare, ensuring that the students comply with the rules and guidelines, and following the syllabus while on the trip.  The chaperone should have related experience and is recommended by the faculty member.

4.1 Only the faculty member(s) teaching Travel Study courses and assigned chaperones are permitted to travel during the trip component of a Travel Study course. 

4.2 All faculty members and chaperones must have a valid International Teacher   Identity Card (ITIC) or provide proof of insurance. 

4.3 Faculty members wishing to conduct a Travel Study course must actively participate in planning Travel Study courses by attending Travel Study meetings, complying with the deadlines for submitting course proposal, syllabus, contracts for tour operation if applicable, travel study applications, waivers and proper travel documentation.


4.4 Each trip should have at least one faculty and one approved chaperone.  Groups of more than 25 students should have at least one faculty and two additional faculty or chaperones. 
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