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DAILY PROGRAM 

Day One, Sunday July 3 & 10 

 

 

4:30-6:30 p.m. 
 

Opening Reception at Belfield, the Historic Farmhouse of 

Franklin’s friend Charles Willson Peale in the center of the La Salle 

University campus. Summer Scholars will have the opportunity to 

meet one another, the program staff and director, and distinguished 

visitors in a setting Benjamin Franklin knew. Peale used his farm as 

a laboratory for Enlightenment “natural philosophy” (science) as 

well as a studio in which he painted numerous masterpieces as one 

of the United States’ most important early artists.  

 

Introductory comments and distribution of program packets and 

schedules. Refreshments and greetings with program lecturers, La 

Salle faculty, students, and administrators, and get to know one 

another. 

 

 

6:30-8 p.m. 
 

Concert: Benjamin Franklin’s Music, presented by Dr. 

Julianne Baird, Rutgers University, on the campus of La Salle 

University, with readings from Franklin’s musical writings read by 

Ed Mauger. Highlights will include an appearance by Dr. Franklin 

himself (Bill Robling). 
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Day Two, Monday, July 4 & 11 -- “Benjamin Franklin, Printer of Philadelphia” 

 

Daily Readings: George Boudreau, Independence: A Guide to Historic Philadelphia 

(selections, available to all NEH Summer Scholars via Canvas, La Salle 

University’s online classroom support system). 

 

9-9:30 a.m. Coffee and Refreshments in seminar meeting room. 

 

9:30-11 a.m. Welcome/Introduction from the Project Director and Staff.  Learn 

themes we will explore, look over daily schedule, do formal 

introductions of group members. 

 

11-11:15 a.m. Break 

 

11:15 a.m.- 

12:30 p.m. 
Lecture and discussion: “Reading Benjamin Franklin: Words 

and Portraits.”  Dr. George Boudreau will examine the ways 

Benjamin Franklin ‘edited’ his persona, looking at the various 

identities Franklin created in his writing and comparing them to the 

various identities he assumed in the numerous formal portraits that 

were painted of him during his lifetime and later. 

 

12:30-1:30 p.m. Lunch (on your own) 

 

1:30-2 p.m. Presentation: Workshop Projects and Tying Them into Your 

Teaching led by Carol Baldridge and members of La Salle’s 

education faculty. We will discuss using historic sites and 

documents in your teaching. 

 

2-3:15 p.m. Lecture and discussion: “Everyday Life in Franklin’s 

Philadelphia” Dr. George Boudreau will explore life in the city 

that Franklin called home for most of his adult life, including the 

different ways race, gender, social class, ethnicity, and other 

factors influenced daily life.  

 

3:30-4 p.m. Break 

4 - 6:30 p.m. Walking Tour of Franklin’s Philadelphia, including Christ 

Church, Elfreth’s Alley (English America’s oldest residential 

street); Franklin Court; Old City (including the Betsy Ross House, 

Quaker Meeting House, and Independence Hall.  This tour will 

follow the route Franklin took on his first day in Philadelphia, as 

described in his Autobiography.  The emphasis will be on 

Pennsylvania’s colonial prosperity, ethnic diversity, and religious 

pluralism. Ed Mauger will lead our tour of Old City and 

Independence National Historical Park Chief Curator Karie 

Diethorn will lead the after-hours tour of Independence Hall. 
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Day Three, Tuesday, July 5 & 12 -- Benjamin Franklin: Man of Letters and Ideas 

 

Daily Reading: Benjamin Franklin’s writings, including Franklin’s Autobiography, 

Silence Dogood Letters, Epitaph (available on Canvas). 

 

9-9:30 a.m. Coffee and Refreshments  
 

9:30-11 a.m. Lecture and discussion: Benjamin Franklin and American 

Letters, presented by Dr. Michael Zuckerman.  A noted 

interdisciplinary American Studies scholar, Dr. Zuckerman will 

explore the text of Franklin’s Autobiography as well as the ways 

that that text has shaped Americans’ views of themselves and their 

national character. 

 

11a.m. – 12 p.m. Teaching Activities Session:  Led by Carol Baldridge, with 

presentations by La Salle education faculty on using historic 

documents to enhance teaching. 

 

12-1 p.m. Lunch on your own 

 

1:30 -2:45 p.m. Franklin and the Scientific World:  Lecture and 

discussion/exploration led by Dr. George Boudreau and the 

curators of the American Philosophical Society Museum. 
Starting in the 1730s, Benjamin Franklin and the members of his 

Junto club began to explore the world of “natural philosophy.” 

Within a few years, Franklin would emerge as one of the leading 

scientific thinkers of the Age of Enlightenment. This program will 

highlight that story, exploring materials related to Franklin’s 

scientific studies from the collections of the University of 

Pennsylvania, the American Philosophical Society, Library 

Company of Philadelphia, and Franklin Institute. Philadelphia’s 

leading scientific thinkers – including Joseph Breintnall, David 

Rittenhouse, Benjamin Rush, John and William Bartram, and 

others – will be a core aspect of the program. 

 

3-4 p.m. The Many Rooms of Benjamin Franklin’s Mind: Led by Dr. 

Page Talbott, president and CEO of the Historical Society of 

Pennsylvania.  Dr. Talbott created the international traveling exhibit 

for Benjamin Franklin’s tercentennial in 2006, and served as guest 

curator of the new Benjamin Franklin Museum at Franklin Court; 

she will lead Summer Scholars through the museum’s galleries, 

explaining the decisions made to portray and interpret Franklin’s 

complex mental world and varied career. 

 

4-6:30 p.m. Walking tour: Benjamin Franklin and the ‘Common Good.” 

This walk through the Society Hill Historic District, including 
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Franklin Court (led by Independence National Historical Park Chief 

Curator Karie Diethorn), Carpenters’ Hall, the Powel House, 

Physick House, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church and Old Pine 

Presbyterian Church, and New Market, led by Edward Mauger.  No 

other founding father was as closely attuned to a city as Benjamin 

Franklin was to Philadelphia.  Institute fellows will visit homes, 

public buildings, churches, and a market that Franklin knew well, 

and to explore his ideas about communities and civic 

improvements, including science and natural philosophy,  street 

lighting, cleanliness, pollution, religious toleration, reading, the 

economy, and other issues. 

 

6:30-8 p.m. Cohort Dinners 
 

Summer scholars will use their free evening to get to know one 

another.  Staff will pre-distribute sign-up sheets, and we will ask 

groups to break into cohorts (age group taught, discipline with high 

school, etc.) and discuss their backgrounds and experience, what 

they have learned so far, and how they might work collaboratively 

in the future. 
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Day Four, Wednesday, July 6 & 13:   -- Peoples of Franklin’s Philadelphia 

 

Daily Readings: Letters between Franklin and his wife, Deborah Read Franklin, his 

daughter Sarah Franklin Bache, and his sister Jane Franklin Mecom (available on 

Canvas); David Waldstreicher, Runaway America: Benjamin Franklin, Slavery, and the 

American Revolution (New York: Hill and Wang, 2004). 

 

 

9-9:30 a.m. Coffee and Refreshments  

 

9:30-9:45 a.m. Introductory Lecture: Dr. George Boudreau will give a brief 

overview of the people who lived in Philadelphia during Franklin’s 

era. 

 

9:30-11 a.m. Lecture and discussion: Benjamin Franklin, African 

Americans, and Slavery, presented by Dr. David Waldstreicher, 

CUNY Graduate Center.  Dr. Waldstreicher will examine the ideas 

and realities of race and slavery in Franklin’s era, themes that he 

explored in his highly regarded books Runaway America and 

Slavery’s Constitution. 

 

11-11:15 a.m. Break 

 

11:15a.m.- 

12:45  p.m. 
Lecture and discussion: Women in Eighteenth-Century 

Philadelphia, presented by Dr. Zara Anishanslin, College of 

Staten Island.  Dr. Anishanslin will explore the changing roles of 

women in eighteenth-century America, including the nature of 

women in the revolution and early republic, and roles in women in 

various segments of colonial and early national society.  Taking an 

interdisciplinary approach, Dr. Zara Anishanslin shows the 

changing portrayal of women in early American portraits and 

writings. 

 

12:45-1:30 Lunch Break 

 

1:30-4:15 p.m. Archival Visits:    Philadelphia is home to some of America’s 

oldest libraries and most important archives.  Many of these 

collections include outstanding works by and related to Franklin 

and his contemporaries. During this block of time, workshop 

teachers will break into small groups and travel throughout the city, 

meeting with the keepers of these amazing collections.  Site visits 

will include the American Philosophical Society Library, the 

Historical Society of Pennsylvania, the Library Company of 

Philadelphia, and the rare book room at the University of 

Pennsylvania. 
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4:30 p.m. Group meets at Washington Square, eighteenth-century burial 

ground of Philadelphia’s free and enslaved African-American 

community. 

 

4:30-6 p.m. Walking Tour: African American Philadelphia. This tour, led by 

rangers from Independence National Historical Park, allows us to 

view the complexity of life for free and enslaved blacks in 

eighteenth-century Philadelphia.  Sites will include the burial 

ground on Washington Square, home of the Rev. Mr. Absalom 

Jones, Mother Bethel AME Church, and houses and house sites of 

black leaders in early national Philadelphia. 
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Day Five, Thursday, July 7 & 14:  -- Franklin, Politics, and the American 

Revolution 

 

Daily Readings:  Letters and essays on colonial and revolutionary politics from 

Franklin’s writings; William Pencak, “Beginning of a Beautiful Friendship: Benjamin 

Franklin, George Whitefield, the ‘Dancing School Blockheads,’ and a Defense of the 

‘Meaner Sort,’” Proteus 19, 1 (2002): 45-50; Judith Van Buskirk, “They Didn’t Join the 

Band: Disaffected Women in Revolutionary Philadelphia,” Pennsylvania History 62, 3 

(1995): 306-329. 

9 - 10:15 a.m. Lecture and discussion: “Pennsylvania Politics in the Age of 

Franklin” by Dr. George Boudreau. 

To study the ways Pennsylvanians engaged one another in the 

political realm in the age of Franklin, we will utilize political 

cartoons, primary sources, printed documents, and Franklin’s own 

writing, to see factions emerge and Franklin stand out as a leader 

of Pennsylvania politics. 

 

10:30 – 11:45 a.m. Lecture and discussion: “Patriots and Tories in Revolutionary 

Philadelphia” by Dr. Judith Van Buskirk, SUNY-Cortland.  Dr. 

Van Buskirk will explore why Americans chose sides during the 

War for Independence.  Using visual images, she will show that it 

was not easy to tell a patriot or Tory by sight. In addition, she will 

share information from her forthcoming work on black and white 

soldiers during the Revolution. 

 

12 - 12:30 Travel to Fairmount Park, Philadelphia. 

Box lunches provided for bus ride. 

12:30-1:30 p.m. Tour Woodford, Schuylkill River country home built by 

Franklin’s friend William Coleman and hear about Pennsylvania 

politics and the American Revolution. 

 

2-3:30 p.m. Tour Stenton, home of Franklin’s mentor and colleague James 

Logan. 

One of the outstanding preserved spaces from eighteenth-century 

Pennsylvania, Stenton was a house Benjamin Franklin knew well.  

Proprietary Secretary Logan shared Franklin’s fascination with 

science, love of reading, and attraction to politics.  In addition, 

teachers will have the chance to learn about African-Americans 

during the revolution through the story of Dinah, the enslaved 

woman who saved the house from British destruction, and the ways 

children learn her story through the History Hunters program in 

historic Germantown. 

 

4-5 p.m. Travel to Cliveden of the National Trust 

Historic mansion of the Chew family and site of the 1777 Battle of 

Germantown 
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5 p.m. Return to Center City Philadelphia. 
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Day Six, Friday, July 8 & 15:  Creating “America” 

 

Daily Readings: The Constitution of the United States; Handout on Franklin’s proposals 

to the Constitutional Convention; “Death and Taxes” (BF Writings); Franklin’s letter to 

Jane Franklin Mecom, describing the Constitution. 

 

9:30-10:30 a.m. Introductory Comments and Follow Up on Lesson Plans by 

Carol Baldridge and members of La Salle’s Education faculty. 

Summer Scholars will discuss their Lesson Plans assignment, 

upcoming deadlines, and opportunities for future study, research, 

and collaboration, including the Teaching Franklin website. 

 

10:30-11:45- a.m. Lecture and discussion: “Franklin and the Constitutional 

Convention” by Dr. Stuart Leibiger.  Franklin’s statement that 

the Constitution had promise, but “nothing is certain but death and 

taxes” is one of the most famous delegates’ quips from the 

Constitutional Convention.  In this lecture, Dr. Leibiger will discuss 

the Constitutional Convention, the ideas its delegates proposed, 

and how Franklin felt about the document. 

 

11:45-12:30 p.m. Presentation of NEH Workshop Certificates and stipend 

checks. 

 

12:30-12 45 p.m. Travel to City Tavern 

 

1-3 p.m. Lunch at City Tavern (optional).  Everyone is invited to attend a 

lunch at colonial America’s most genteel tavern, the remarkable 

City Tavern.  We’ll have the chance to enjoy the founders’ favorite 

foods, chat, share memories of the workshop, and plans for the 

future.  ($25 inclusive, plus beverages. Workshop members will 

purchase their own lunches). 

 

3:30 p.m. Tour, beginning at Franklin Court, examining Franklin at the 

end of his life, his city, its people, and the United States, led by 

Dr. George Boudreau.  Visit Christ Church Burial Ground, 

Franklin’s Grave, and National Constitution Center. 

 

4:30 p.m.-? Franklin’s “Wake”-- Informal gathering at City Tavern, to sample 

refreshments, say goodbye, plan to attend further NEH meetings, 

and remember a great week! 

 

 

A note on the final day’s program: Organizing departure times for a large number of 

visiting teachers presents numerous logistical challenges, to put it mildly.  Some areas of 

the country can only be reached from Philadelphia International Airport by flights that 

leave in the early afternoon.  In the first of the NEH/Franklin workshops, program staff 
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added the optional Friday afternoon tour for those workshop participants who were at 

loose ends, with flights later that evening or later in the weekend.  It quickly became one 

of the most popular aspects of the workshop.  As word of mouth spread, teachers who 

knew earlier participants wrote to ask if it could be repeated. Eventually, we added it to 

our regular schedule. 

 

Likewise, the “wake” after we retrace Franklin’s funeral procession developed out of 

popular demand.  Teachers who had grown from colleagues to friends over the preceding 

five days demanded one more chance to gather, celebrate, exchange ideas.  In the years 

since, the event has been joined by costumed interpreters, leading scholars, former 

workshop participants, and NPS rangers. 


