Zeldman Part II Chaps 5–6
Chapter 5 Modern Markup
Think semantically
Server-side is important, but not if rest of the code is not to standards. Examples
· PHP (Hypertext Preprocessor—originally Personal Home Pages) open source,  mainly with mySQL. OS-X has PHP and Apache [mySQL install failed on my machine]. IBM's Zend may be better framework,[ or MAMP (Mac, Apache, MySQL, PHP)]

· Ruby on Rails—Ruby = Perl-based open source server-side language. Rails Has MVC=Model-view controller, with precoded modules. Twitter.
· ASP.NET (active server pages) and ASP, CFML [ColdFusion Markup Language—note it's an ML, tag-based;], JSP (Java Server Pages)

Some can make pages non-standard/break them.

Use validator W3C for XHTML and CSS jigsaw. Later validator.nu for HTML5. [Q: What country hosts this?]
What not to do: use <br> for lists <h1> just for design, spacer GIFs. 

Why reformulate HMTL into XHTML? Browsers were getting bloated, proprietary code didn't work, this makes sure all will work the same, [e.g. in mobile], rules are simpler (e.g. all tags must close). XHTML is sort of a bridge between XML and HTML (e.g. XML can't be easily displayed). Works backward and forward. Works with other languages. 
(XHTML 1.0 Strict or 1.1. Strict is mostly to show that you can )

XHTML2 killed in 2009. Too much previous code was to be thrown out (i.e. <img> <br /> <a>

Why stick with HTML:  It works, HTML5 is important especially for media handling

Why stick with XHTML: As stated above in this chapter. Code will better as will thinking about it.
Chapter 6

Semantic markup =different thought process.
XHTML rules:

· Proper DOCTYPE. OK to cut and paste (zeldman.com); tells what HTML rules you want followed—these are the DTD Document Type Definition rules [not the same as the DOCTYPE—confusing terminology]. Won't validate w/o one XHTML 1.0 has Strict, Transitional, Frameset [!].

· XHTML 1.0 Transitional is safest, allows transition to modern markup; allows deprecated elements [outdated] e.g. target="_blank"; Strict won't validate and may not work e.g. with bgcolor. OK to use that to show skills as a developer.

· DOCTYPE followed by namespace
<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN"

    "http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-transitional.dtd">

<html xmlns="http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml" dir="ltr" lang="en-US">

  <head profile="http://gmpg.org/xfn/11">
· Meta tag for character encoding
<meta http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html; charset=utf-8" />
Best done with this <meta> tag. Other options include ISO 8859[Note using UTF-8 gets you the Unicode character set and you can paste in Unicode characters if you have a font that reads them, e.g. Arial Unicode MS. Here's an example:]
♞
· All tags are lowercase [XML tags can be uppercase, but the opening and closing must match—best practice is to lowercase everything anyway even though attribute values can be uppercase]; HTML Tidy can clean up old code.; Class and id values are case sensitive [remember that …]; attribute names should be lowercase onmouseover, not OnMouseOver
· Quote all values [not needed in HTML5] and be sure there's a space between attribute/value pairs

· All attributes need a value e.g. checked="checked" [also called no attribute minimization][again HTML5 doesn't require this

· Close all tags <p> aakjsjrk</p> including empty elements <br /> <img />
 <meta /> <link /> [also <hr /> which was deprecated in XHTML favor of border:-top etc. but returns in HTML5  because to divide sections, etc.]

· Comments can't have double hyphens, so they are always <!-- comment -->

· Brackets and ampersands should be encoded &lt; for < &amp; for &

Mark up documents semantically. The HTML structure should follow that of an outline
<h1>A primary heading</h1>

<p>A paragraph</p>

<h2> A secondary heading</h2>

<p>More sentences</p>
Tags come with presentational defaults but you can override them with CSS. But the CSS needs to follow the logic of the HTML [e.g. h1 is bigger than h2]

Don't use deprecated tags: <font> or structural tags to move text around <br /> <p>

<b> and <i> are still used, but better are the logical tags <strong> and <em> --in part for screen readers.

