Zeldman Chapter 17 NYMag.com
[As example of standards with scripting; taking apart and rebuilding the code.]

nymag.com
nymag.com/agenda
Click (or hover) to see columns expand, background change. [Note it’s been changed. No need to click for expanded column.]
<table> makes sense here—it has rows and columns of information. Note “secrets of tables” include scope for table headers, and table footer that comes after <thead>, followed by <tbody>. These are row group elements. That saves a lot of CSS classes or divs, and it's semantic.
<table id="agenda">


<thead>



<tr>




<th scope="col">Today … </th> …



</tr>


</thead>

<tfoot>



<tr>




<td>All of todays picks</td>  …



</tr>


</tfoot>


<tbody>



<tr>




<td>Event 1</td> … seven of these



</tr>


</tbody>

</table>
[Note that they add <colgroup > <col id="today"> </col> </colgroup> before the <thead> element. Adds meaning for scripting.]
To understand the dynamic elements, first look at the design (CSS) details.  Note there are still three states (default, over and open (p. 373)) but hover now causes last two w/o click. Also they've added underline in the first hover state to links, and removed the images in the first row.
Build all content in (the "open" state) and selectively hide/show or restyle. 

<th scope="col">

<h3><img src="tody.png" alt="today" /><b title="September 20, 2010">9/20/10</b></h3>

[Notes: You can add title attribute anywhere. This is also a form of IR because the PNG is wrapped in an <h3> element so that bots know it's a level-3 heading. Where he used <b> it could be a <span>—which almost makes better sense, as he admits.]

In <tfoot> add a link


<td> <a href="#"> All of today's picks</a></td>

In <tbody>


<td>



<h4><strong>Movie</strong></h4>



<dl>




<dt>




<dd class="">

These could be regular lists rather than definition lists.
CSS: Set color: font: in body {} rules so they are inherited.
Note how he sets rules for

a {text-decoration: none;} and then

a:hover {} plus an additional class for links

a.more {}

Then the #agenda-week—main content area <table id=”agenda-week”>gets

 width: 746px;

font-size: .625em;

border-collpase: collapse [to let browser render adjacent tablecells with different borders; sort of a standard procedure]

clear: both; [clears both :left and :right floats that precede this table

Add the class .open for the over state with wider width
#agenda-week td { width: 72px;}

#agenda-week td.open { width: 242px;}

[Note also there is a vertical-align: top; property, but this is only for <td> elements or in a line of text, not for e.g. a <div>.]

A visibility toggle based on class: Hide the date which he has in the non-semantic <b> elelment with large negative left corner [this is also an IR trick]

#agenda-week th h3 b {left: -1000em; position: absolute;} [Note how absolute positioning is often needed here.]

Then #agenda-week th.open h3 b {position: static;} [Note static, which is actually to ensure it goes back to the default position]

A few hundred lines of CSS are left out … .
DOM [is there a way to make the state changes, i.e. class="over" class="open" without JavaScript? CSS can hide and show elements on :hover, but not rotate through three states]

To act on a whole column as mentioned, they add

<table id="agenda-week">


<colgroup>



<col id="day-today"> title="" />


</colgroup>

</table>

then <th class="first" scope="col" headers="day-today"> or headers="day-wed" etc.

to associate all cells in a column.

jQuery
[More to come; there are tutorials and I have other resources, plus Zeldman's DOM chapter 15.]

[You can get the jQuery library from their site http://jquery.com or link to it through sites such as Google's API. In the first case you need to rename it to jquery.js as Zeldman (and the tutorials) do.]
Declare a variable aCells that loads all the th and td when the page has rendered:

$(document).ready(function(){

var aCells = $(agenda-week th, #agenda-week td");

});

[This is like the JavaScript window.onload() method. As jQuery says, that never happens till everything—all the images—have loaded, so this is better. Plus again, jQuery refers to elements by id and tag and class names. Looks more like CSS.]

Then can dynamically add the class="open" [Note—no inner.HTML methods]
aCells.filter("[headers=day-today]").addClass("open")

filter is a method to select just those cells with that value for the headers attribute; then addClass is a method to add the class "open."

Have to remove the "over " class as well:
aCells.mouseover (


function () {



aCells.removeClass("over");



aCells.filter("[headers=" + $(this).attr("headers") + "]").addClass("over");


}

}

So take out the "over" class for all in the array, but add it to whatever column user mouseovers (e.g.  header="day-wed" so that the this object = day-wed

Then remove the "over" class when you mouseout. [Could it work with 

aCells.mouseout (


function() {aCells.removeClass("over");



}



}


)

Then it was a click to go to "open" class for the column. Again turn it off everywhere, then back on for any cell that matches the header for that column

aCells.click(


function () {



aCells.removeClass("open");



aCells.filter("[headers=" + $(this).attr("headers") + "]").addClass("open");


}

}

