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I have known many different kinds of people throughout my lifetime: kind, unkind, respectable and disrespectable. And I truly believe that my future path of life can be partly affected by the people I have met. I remember my mother once said to me: “The people you met when you were younger could have an important impact on your future and your view of life”. I also believe that life will not truly “begin” until I meet other people. There are some people I forgot right after meeting them. However, there are some people from whom I did learn a lot of important things. They actually didn’t teach me how to live my life, but they did have certain influences on me. My mom and my teacher were the two people who had the most significance on me. They both helped me to shape my view of life, and made me a better me.

It is obvious that most people respect their mothers. I admit that I am especially proud of my mother. She is a typical Vietnamese woman. She sacrifices almost everything for her family, especially for my brother and me. It was my mother that taught me how to sacrifice, and sometimes to give things away, instead of just receiving. My mother is a Buddhist. Everyday she gets up early, and goes upstairs where our ancestors’ altar is, and prays under her breath to Buddha. I heard her read out loud from the Buddhist prayer book every single day. It teaches us to do good things, to treat other people well, to help people without expecting that we can receive something in return, and sometimes even to sacrifice. Everyday, I heard all these things, and I myself didn’t realize that I had remembered the whole book.

My mother is a good person. She always feels sorry for poor people, and wants to help them. After every meal, if there is something that we don’t finish, she wraps it in small packages and waits for a poor old man to come. The man comes and stands in front of my house each day as he knows my mother always has something for him. Sometimes my mother says to me: “Through his eyes I can feel how happy he is. And I’m happy that I can help him. Not much, but enough to make him happy. When you help somebody, don’t just help them because you think they can help you back. It is always worthy doing good things.”
I was also influenced by my high school teacher, Mr Thuc. He was my teacher when I was in the 10th grade. At that time, I was among the worst students in the class. I didn’t know why he nominated me as the vice-monitor of the class. My life suddenly changed when I undertook that function. I knew the important thing was that I had to be an exemplary student. From then on, every morning I stood in front of the mirror and checked if the uniform was correctly worn or not. I became more and more serious and strict, and also began to be diligent in my studies.
Mr Thuc was the first person in my life who recognized my hidden abilities and character. That is why I consider meeting him a turning point in my life. I tried my best in order not to make him feel disappointed. I studied in a serious and strict manner, proving that his thought about me was well-founded. I didn’t want to upset anyone who believed in my abilities. 

When he knew that I was accepted in a good college in the U.S with a scholarship, he said to me: “I’m happy that I am not wrong when I see that you are a potential student. And thank you for proving that I’m right.” 

My mom and my teacher do not have the same exact influence on me, but they both help me to become a better person. My mom teaches me how to behave in life, how to treat other people around me. She is the person who makes me feel that love is all around. As for my teacher, he is one of the most important people who have helped me to shape my view of life. Life is only worth living when I have certain life’s goals to pursue. I’m no longer an irresponsible person. Now, whenever I am about to do something, I set my goals and try to finish them as well as I can. I’m so lucky when I have them in my life path as the “guides”.
