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Euthyphro: Defining Philosophical Terms
Question #5:

What definition of piety does Socrates himself offer? What is his own refutation of this?

Firstly, we should know something about Socrates. Socrates (Σωκράτης Sōkrátēs) was born around 469 B.C. and died in 399 B.C. He was considered the very first Greek philosopher who was master in interrogating. He was born in a golden period of Athens, Greek. When young, Socrates studied the philosophies of “philosophers before Socrates” which were popular those days. Socrates was a Sophist, but he was different from other Sophists in two aspects. First, he never charged money for his teaching. Second, he claimed not to teach anything because he only asked questions. Actually, he taught people in a dialectic way. In Euthyphro, Socrates encounters Euthyphro, a young man who is going to prosecute his father for murder and impiety. This leads to a critical conversation between Socrates and Euthyphro  on the nature of piety. Being aware that Euthyphro is determined in prosecuting his own father in court, Socrates asks him to define what "piety" truly is. Socrates offers a definition for “piety”: Piety is the Knowledge of How to Sacrifice And Pray. In this case, to pray means to ask from the Gods, and to sacrifice means to give to them. Socrates begins to characterize “piety”. He asks whether the Gods want us to sacrifice anything. Socrates points out that there is no good that the Gods do not give us. So why do the Gods have to require us to give them any kind of good? And if they do require any “good” from us, is that because they are benefited from those “goods”?  Euthyphro then suggests that those “goods” are made out of respect and gratitude. However, those goods do not seem to benefit the Gods. Then what are those to them? Euthyphro says those are “dear” to them. At this point, if piety is what is dear to the gods, then we will return to one of the original definitions. But it is previously agreed by both Socrates and Euthyphro that piety cannot simply be what is loved by the gods.
