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Professional Dress  

Unsur e about what to  wear  to  a  job  or  car eer  fa ir ? An interv iew? Your  f irst  day on the job?  

This handout includes recommendations on how to dress for all of these different occasions, as well as daily office attire.  

There are also tips on what to prepare and bring with you for fairs and interviews.  

Professional dress examples on back page. 

 

guidelines 

Helpful tips to make sure you are dressed well and appropriately for a career/job fair, 
interview or first day on the job:  

 
✓ Select an outfit that will follow the employer’s dress code and be fitting for the specific industry and company you are pursuing.  

(For example, what may be appropriate for an accounting firm is different from the fashion industry or for a tech start up.) 

✓ If you are unsure of the correct attire for an interview or your first day of work, call the office and ask the adminstrative 

coordinator, human resources or the employee who scheduled the interview.  

✓ Make sure clothes are lint and wrinkle-free. 

✓ For an interview, choose accessories that won’t distract the interviewer. 

 

Dress codes 

Business Professional  

Business Professional can be described as polished and professional or dressed up and is the traditional way to dress for work in 

conservative settings. This dress code often requires a solid suit or dress, button-down shirt, a tie, matching closed toe shoes and 

belt, simple accessories and avoiding flashy colors and busy patterns. Examples of industries include accounting, banking, finance, 

government or law. The expectations of business professional are the most standardized.  

Business Casual  

Business Casual can be described as polished but comfortable and blends traditional business wear with a more relaxed style. It 

allows you to add personility thorugh color and accessories while still looking professional. This dress code is less formal than a suit 

and often includes a button down shirt, khakis or slacks, a nice sweater or blouse, blazer or sports coat, knee-length or maxi dresses 

and close-toed shoes. Examples of industries for this dress code can include media and marketing firms, non-profit and education. 

*The definition of business casual can be different across industries, so be sure confirm what is appropriate with supervisor or HR. 
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