
Why We Give Back—Sigma Phi Lambda
The exciTemenT exuded from his voice as BroTher 
Gerry Molyneaux, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’58, discussed his vision 
for the newly developed Communication Department  
endowed professorship in his name. Created by, and, to date,  
nearly entirely funded through, the Sigma Phi Lambda frater- 
nity, the Brother Gerry Molyneaux Endowed Professorship  
will provide faculty and professional development opportu- 
nities that will benefit communication faculty and students.

“I am delighted by it, touched by it, and excited by it,” 
Br. Gerry said. “They’re investing money in our faculty and 
students, the bricks and mortar of our department.”

The notion of a professorship all started about a year ago  
when the brothers of Sigma Phi Lambda began brainstorming  
ways to acknowledge Br. Gerry’s dedication to the fraternity,  
its members, and La Salle University. After bouncing  
around a few ideas, Jerry Lezynski, ’82, contacted Terry  
Travis, ’93, La Salle’s Assistant Vice President for Develop- 
ment, and the professorship began taking shape.

“Everyone (in the fraternity) had a common question: 
‘What can we do to honor Br. Gerry for all he’s done for  
us and for La Salle?’ We wanted to do something while  
he could still enjoy it,” Lezynski said.

The alumni organization of the fraternity, Sigma Phi 
Lambda: Committee of Explorers, was enthusiastic in its  
support of the tribute. “This idea blossomed into some- 
thing close to Br. Gerry’s heart,” said Mike Diccicco, ’71.  
“It helps the department and the students.” Under Lezynski’s  
leadership, an ad hoc group of fraternity alumni formed to 
push the fundraising forward. Members included Diccicco, 
Tom Lynch, ’62, Paul Coady, ’77, John Fenton, ’81, Pete  
D’Orazio, ’81, Ed Waddington, ’81, Rich Marta, ’84,  
Mike Hallowell, ’86, Dan Stecher, ’88, Jeff Boyle, ’88,  
Bob Donahue, ’91, and Jake Harris, ’91.

The eager fraternity brothers have already raised more  
than two-thirds of the overall $500,000 goal. Communication  
alumni have launched a parallel effort to raise funds as well.  
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The Sigma Phi Lambda brothers worked with La Salle’s  
Development Office, Lynne Texter, Ph.D., Chair of the  
Communication Department, and Br. Gerry to develop  
criteria for the funding.

“This fund will benefit faculty development, which will  
then benefit students through what professors will bring  
into their teaching and mentoring. The fund will also benefit  
students directly as it is designed to support faculty-student 
projects and other student development opportunities,”  
Texter said. “This professorship will be a way to honor  
Br. Gerry and will sustain his wonderful influence on  
faculty and students for many years to come.”

The Sigma Phi Lambda brothers are grateful for all  
Br. Gerry has done for them both as a fraternity moderator  
for 36 years as well as for each of them personally. “In 50 years,  
our fraternity has never been as strong as it is today,” said  
Tom Lynch, ’62. “Br. Gerry is our glue, he’s what drives it, 
and we’re so glad to say, ‘Thanks.’”

“He’s been a tremendous mentor for me,” Lezynski 
added, “throughout my professional life and even my 
personal life. He was always there for me and for others.”

“I don’t know if there would be a Sigma Phi Lambda  
fraternity on campus without Br. Gerry Molyneaux,”  
Diccicco said.

Br. Gerry has seen a litany of students benefit from faculty  
collaboration over the years and said this funding will only  
enhance that effort, providing even more opportunities  
to students. “This is the best thing about La Salle,” he said. 
“One faculty member worked with me and it improved my 
writing and changed my life. ... It worked for me, it worked 
for these alumni, and now it’s working for our students.”

Lynch said establishing the professorship is an opportunity  
to give back and pay it forward, “providing a lasting legacy 
of Br. Gerry in the spirit of fidelity and leadership.”

(Above, from left) Fraternity brothers Joe Hirschmann, ’64, Jake Harris, ’91, Mike Dic- 
cicco, ’71, moderator Brother Gerry Molyneaux, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’58, and Jerry Lezynski, ’82.


